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Matthew’s List 
Matthew 1:1–17 

 

Sometimes I like to look at the Bible and see how God ordered things. Like 

when the first person was raised from the dead. Or the first gentile gets 

converted. The firsts and the starts and all that stuff. I figure the first time 

God does something new or moves to a different stage in His work has got 

to be important. 

 

Which is why I’m so fascinated with the passage for tonight, Matthew 1:1–

17. I mean, it’s the start of the whole New Testament. 

 

Now, the Old Testament starts off pretty strong in Genesis. 

 

“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.” 

 

Creation, you know! Bing! Bang! Boom! Planets forming! Matter popping 

into existence! BIG STUFF! 

 

So when we get to the New Testament, it’s kinda exciting again. I mean, 

there had been over 300 years since the Jews had heard directly from God. 

And now? New revelation for God’s people. In the form of God himself 

taking flesh. Amazing. So what incredible words will Matthew start with? 

Let’s read: 

 

“Here is the story of Jesus, the Christ, son of God, savior of all 

mankind, ruler of the nations, who will usher in the long hoped for 

kingdom of God” 
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Yeah! That’s what I want to read! That’s what I would want God, through 

Matthew, to deliver. But if you happened to actually be reading along in 

your Bible, you probably found something a little different. 

 

“A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ the son of David, the son 

of Abraham.” 

 

A genealogy? A list of names? Really? I mean, 16 verses of old, mostly 

unknown, insignificant, dead dudes? That’s how we’re going to start this 

revolutionary new era in God’s relationship with mankind? A bunch of 

unpronounceable names? 

 

But this is not an ordinary list of names. And the significance beyond the 

names themselves is even more intriguing. What we get is not what we 

expect, but is instead more than we could have imagined. 

 
Now, we could spend all night talking about each of the names on this list. 

Who they are, what they did, and so on. And that’s all good stuff. But we’re 

not gonna. What I want to do is look at why Matthew breaks the list down 

into three parts, and how each of those has a specific bearing on Jesus’ 

purpose on earth. 

 

The first fourteen names, the first chunk if you will, starts with Abraham and 

takes us to King David. For Jewish readers, this would have been huge 

because the Abrahamic covenant was God's promise to create a holy nation 

and then to provide heirs to that nation. 
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In Genesis 22, part of the promise reads: 

 

“I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as 

the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants 

will take possession of the cities of their enemies, and through your 

offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have 

obeyed me.” 

 

God’s promise to Abraham is that God will choose a people to call his very 

own, and he will do it through Abraham’s offspring – you know, the guy 

who at 99 had no male heir, that’s the guy God is going to build his nation 

through. Big promise. But in this simple list of names, Matthew shows us 

that through Jesus, this promise to Abraham extends to all believers.  

 

See, all those who trust in Christ are viewed as Abraham's descendants and 

heirs to the promise of being in God's kingdom and a part of His family. Just 

as God made a nation in Israel, in Christ, God completes that nation by 

bringing in all the nations 

 

The second chunk starts with David and takes us through the Babylonian 

exile. But he’s not just “David”—he’s “King David”. Interestingly, he’s the 

only king on this list referred to as “king”. And it’s here we see the 

foundation of Jesus’ royal lineage. 

 

With the Davidic covenant, God promised a righteous king to rule over His 

people and established David’s throne for eternity. It wasn’t a once and done 
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deal that ended with the last king. Matthew shows that Jesus is heir to the 

throne of King David, the mighty conquering king. The man after God’s 

own heart. The great king of Israel who is but a hint and shadow of the King 

of Kings to come. 

 

What should be encouraging to us still today is how this path, from David to 

Jesus, is traced through good king and bad king alike. There is no pattern of 

righteousness in the lineage of Jesus. Adulterers, prostitutes, heroes, and 

traitors are all found in this genealogy. 

 

Scholar and theologian DA Carson offers this insight: 

 

“Good or evil, they were part of Messiah’s line; for though grace does 

not run in the blood, God’s providence cannot be deceived or 

outmaneuvered.” 

 

We can take comfort in that. God’s plan cannot be thwarted. It cannot be 

stopped. And He can and will use anyone who offers themselves to Him, 

regardless of their so-called station in life. 

 

The third and final chunk of the list takes us through Israel’s return from 

exile and up to the coming of the Messiah. 

 

The return from exile is a powerful image leading to the Messiah’s coming 

because in it we see that God continues to preserve His people. This 

genealogy reiterates that the covenantal promises to Abraham and David are 
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neither lost nor broken. Even amidst His people’s sin and unfaithfulness, 

God maintains His faithfulness and carries out His purposes. 

 

It’s easy to look at a genealogy and think that it’s a bunch of dead dudes and 

dudettes that have no bearing on my life. But there’s a lot in here for just a 

bunch of names. And I’m just scratching the surface. Sometimes what 

appears boring and insignificant in the Bible can teach us powerful truths 

about who God is and what He has done for us. 

 

Before we wrap up, go back with me to verse one again. 

 

But Matthew’s opening words, the opening of the entire New Testament, 

give us an important clue to understanding his overall purpose in writing this 

gospel.  

 

It’s this: The roots of our salvation grow back all the way through this 

genealogy. 

 

At the time of its writing, Matthew intended to awaken and strengthen the 

faith of Jews and non-Jews alike. They would together see, as we can still 

see today, that Jesus brings fulfillment to God’s promises. He is the heir to 

the blessing given to Abraham and David because he is the eternal king of 

God’s kingdom. And He will rescue us from our own sin, just as God 

rescued those in exile. 

 

Knowing our heritage, knowing where we came from, can help us to know 

where we are going. Maybe we don’t know our family heritage. I mean, I 
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couldn’t tell you the names of my great-grandparents. But Matthew shows 

us that we have another set of roots—deep roots of faith. But once you 

become a Christian, you are immediately adopted into a family of faith that 

has a long and well-documented story. Through church history we can trace 

back nearly 2000 years to Jesus himself. And through him to the covenantal 

roots God established through Abraham. 

 

No matter what our pedigree may be, or lack thereof, we are all now joined 

to the Messiah’s line, which unites all Christians of whatever background, 

race, color, culture, or nationality in the promises of God. And just like 

Jesus’ lineage, our past is filled with liars and cheats, sin and salvation. But 

no matter what may have happened to you, God can be trusted—completely 

trusted—to work through all our generations to bring about His perfect, holy 

plan. 

 

This passage may seem like a bunch of names. But it’s much more than that. 

It’s the promise God made and sustains and never abandons. Passed down 

through generation after generation, culminating in Christ, then given freely 

to all. Praise God for his faithfulness. 


